British Education

student may hold a College scholarship, a State scholarship, and perhaps
a Leaving scholarship provided by his school or a grant from the Local
Education Authority, and by such means even a very poor mail may
have his full share of University life.

Genuine industry is of course expected from scholarship holders and
exhibitioners, and they secure most of the " first classes *\ The great
majority of ordinary students (commoners) also read for " Honours **
degrees. But there are many other fields besides the " Schools" in
which interests may be followed up and distinction won. The Union
Debating Societies at Oxford and Cambridge are justly famous : many
distinguished British Parliamentarians have gained their early laurels
there. While one man's chief ambition may be to gain academic
success, that of another may be to make a mark at the Union, to shine
in the Dramatic Society, or to win a ** blue ", The man who re-
presents Oxford or Cambridge at any important form of sport can
wear, at Oxford the" dark blue, at Cambridge the light. The greatest
prestige is attached to the rowing, cricket, and rugby football blues*
Eights week is a great occasion at both Oxford and Cambridge. The
rowing "eights" representing the various Colleges are stationed
about 65 feet apart, from stern to bow, and each boat tries to ** bump "
the one in front, Lc. to touch some part of it with its own bow, The
boat which has made the bump starts next day in front of the one
which has been bumped and the final order is determined by the result
of six days' racing. The Oxford and Cambridge Dramatic Societies
are also famous. They take the local theatre for a week each year,
and the standard of the performances is very high.

There are two Colleges for women at Cambridge and four at
Oxford. The oldest is Girton College, Cambridge, which dates from
1873, Women may enter for University examinations and pria^s on
the same terms as men. A woman has been placed above the Senior
Wrangler at Cambridge, thus showing herself the most brilliant
mathematician of her year, and the Newdigate prke at Oxford for
English verse has in recent years been won several times by women*
Since 1920 Oxford has granted degrees to women, but Cambridge
only confers fl titles of Degrees **; that is, the examiners may state
that a woman has reached the standard required for a degree but she
cannot actually call herself a graduate. Women students at Cambridge
are limited to 500.

The ancient Universities afford unique opportunities for the pursuit
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